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Meals on Wheels coming up in 
January   Help is needed to deliver meals to 
residents in Watertown during the week of Jan. 
23-27.  Please call Julie Rude in the church 
office (886-2696) if you are available to volunteer 
your time.  

 
 

Color me Thankful 
Sitting in the doctor’s office the other day, I saw 
the word COLOR on a poster. All of a sudden, it 
dawned on me to scramble the letters around to 
spell LCOOR. “Color me thankful” for the grand 
way in which you helped Mary and me to 
celebrate my second retirement; more 
specifically, my completion of doing visitation 
ministry at LCOOR. “Color me thankful” for the 
Litany of Farewell and the commemorative 
plaque, for the display table with all that fishing 
stuff on it and the beautiful bouquet, the goodies 
you served at the receptions, the special sheet 
cake, the cards and kind words, and the donations 
in my honor to Joy Ranch ($ 575.00). Thank you 
to the Pastors, church council, staff, and the 
fellowship committee for all you did. LCOOR is 
a colorful place with colorful people doing 
ministry as unto Christ. When I write my final 
report for the annual meeting, I will highlight 
what a privilege it has been to serve as your part-
time visitation pastor these four-plus years. 
 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Sam Hatlestad 
 

 
 

 
 
Beginning Thursday, January 12th at 
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

Dave Ramsey Financial Peace University is being 
offered at Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer Through this 
13-week course you will learn to make more of your money 
and your life.    You will learn to be debt free and/or do a 
better job of managing your finances and financial 
planning.   .  If you have not already signed up for this 
program, or want more information, contact Todd Decker 
at 882-0117 today!  Time is running out. 
 

New Member Information 
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer receives new members 
three times during the year.  If you or someone you know, 
are interested in becoming a member of Lutheran Church 
of Our Redeemer, please contact Nancy Brinkman, our 
Welcoming & Caring Ministries Coordinator, or leave your 
name and address at the Welcome Center.  Letters to 
prospective members will be sent out in early January. 
Please mark your calendar with the following dates:  

• Thursday, January 26th at 7pm – Lutheran Basics 
Class – This class is for those coming from non-
Lutheran backgrounds and those of you who want a 
refresher on the ‘basics’ of the Lutheran faith. (Not 
required of those transferring from another Lutheran 
Church to LCOOR)  

• Sunday, January 29th at 11:30am – Luncheon and New 
Member Orientation meeting held in the Great Hall 

• Saturday, February 4th at 5:30pm  & Sunday, 
February 5th at 8:30 and 10:30am worship – New 
Members are received into membership 

New members will again be received the end of April 2012. 
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    T h e             L a t e s t    
                 Word 

is a monthly publication of  
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

Deadline for the February 2012 issue is:  
January 20th, 2012. 

 

Pastors Bob Hansen (Interim Senior Pastor) 

 pastorbob@lcoorwatertown.org 
 

 Chris Matson (Associate Pastor) 

 pastorchris@lcoorwatertown.org 

 605-794-2841(Home) 

 Sam Hatlestad - Retired 

 Gary Westgard – Retired 

 Kathy Hibbert - Retired 

Youth & Family Director Brandi Kneebone  

 brandi@lcoorwatertown.org 

Welcoming & Caring Ministries Coordinator 

 Nancy Brinkman 

 nancy@lcoorwatertown.org 

Education Coordinator  Nettie Austin 

 nettie@lcoorwatertown.org 

Program Ministry Aide Lois Vanderfeen 

 lois@lcoorwatertown.org 

Preschool Karen Kasperson & Christy Crook 

 preschool@lcoorwatertown.org 

Worship & Music Coordinator  
 Robbyn Givens 

 robbyn@lcoorwatertown.org 

Financial Secretary  Julie Rude 

 office@lcoorwatertown.org 

Administrative Secretary Jodi Spilde 

 jodi@lcoorwatertown.org 

Custodians Gene & Vickey Rieffenberger 
 vickey@lcoorwatertown.org 

 

Prayer Chain Mary Jo Manzey 

 882-3339 

 Marilyn Chapman 

 886-4858 

  

2011 Church Council 

President  Dr. Gerald Rieber 

Vice President  Gary Grewing 

Secretary  Jane Hurlbert 

Treasurer  Carla Peterson 

Traci Althoff Lisa Carrico 

Tammy DeLange Jodi Driscoll 

Paul Hinderaker  Jayson Maguire 

Bret McGillivary Jim Miller 

Chris Owen  Janelle Wishard

  

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

   2001 Second Street NW • Watertown, SD 

phone (605)886-2696 
Fax (605)886-3362 

www.lcoorwatertown.org 

office@lcoorwatertown.org 

Memorials & Donations  

Given During the Months of November – December 

  Prayer Shawl Ministry:  
   $20.00 in memory of Lorraine Schultz 
   $10.00 in memory of Ruth Stormo 
   $45.00 in memory of Verene Rieffenberger 
   $50.00 in memory of Ray Moe 
   $250.00 from Trivent Financial for Lutherans 

     Care Fund: 
   $350.00 in donations 
     $400.00 in memory of Gordon Bolin 
   $10.00 in memory of Rick Dohrer 
   $100.00 in memory of Verene Rieffenberger 
   $200.00 in honor of the LCOOR Pastors & Staff 

$650.00 in honor of Wayne Schultz, Chuck Valberg,  
Gordon Garnos, Rev. Dr. Paul Larson, Claire Konold, 
Dave Satter, Mary Wika (The Redeemer Four). 

  Debt Reduction: 
   $10.00 in memory of Ruth Stormo 
   $25.00 in memory of Rick Dohrer 
   $10.00 in memory of George Phillips 

   Camping Scholarships:  
   $250.00 given in honor of Gene & Irma Cornelius 
 

Treasurer’s Report      
     Income    Expense 

November  58,449.39 72,133.10 

Year to Date 731,457.70 740,100.18 

The response from our Consecration Sunday Program was excellent. 
Thanks to everyone who submitted Estimate of Giving Cards. A complete 
report will be included in the Annual Report of the Congregation. 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars shared with Lutheran Church of Our 
Redeemer = $414.00 in December thanks to Don Fryslie, Dean 
Gackstetter, Debra Larson, Gerry Likness, Jim Miller, Larry Parliament, 
Kevin Pierce & Elva Sigurdson.  

Thrivent Choice Dollars shared with the LCOOR Preschool =  
$74.00 in December thanks to Marjorie Rothenberger & Karen Kasperson.  

Scrip News: Thanks to everyone who purchased Scrip during the 
holiday season! The proceeds, which will go to the Care Fund, will exceed 
$400.00 by the end of December.  

Don’t forget to pick up Scrip for all of your regular shopping needs.  

Fresh Equal Exchange Coffee is on the Shelves of the Coffee 
Cabinet! There is a large variety of coffees & tea available.   
       The cost:    Coffee: $7.00 per bag or Tea: $4.00 per box 
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• Do you need a ride to church? 

• Are you able to provide rides to 
church to those who are unable to 
get here by themselves? 

Contact Nancy in the church office (886-

2696) if you are in need of a ride or can 

provide a ride.  ☺    Thank You. 

 
December was a month with many big events and programs. I thank everyone who served and who 
participated!  

The beginning of December we gathered to see what God is calling us to give. We also had wonderful 
celebrations complete with yummy food and great conversation. 

The following week we took time to celebrate the ministry of Pastor Sam.  Thankfully, he and Mary will 
continue to worship and serve here, but he now enters full retirement.  

During the same weekend we gathered together for Christmas Programs. It was obvious much work 
went into the programs this year. Seeing children sing and act the story of the birth of our Lord was 
precious and meaningful for all who were able to attend. 

The Mini Advent Fair raised thousands to support Mike Busby, our missionary in Nicaragua, SDSU 
Lutheran Campus Ministry, and Codington County Cares. Through the purchase of baked goods we 
are able to share the good news of Christ around the world. 

The fourth week in Advent we supported the youth through a Cookie Sale. We also were able to reach 
out to the community in song as carolers traveled to care centers and assisted living centers. Of course 
the highlight of the month was Christmas Eve. The presence of the Lord is so close during Christmas 
Eve worship. So many of you volunteered to make these worships possible and others gifted us with an 
amazing feast for the ears!  

Together we have gathered to prepare and celebrate the coming of Christ in worship and then we’ve 
taken that message out to our community and around the world. What a powerful witness of who Christ 
is and who we are called to be.  

The question now becomes what’s next? Where is God calling LCOOR in January and beyond? The 
Call Committee is asking these questions as they work to discern what gifts our next Senior Pastor can 
best lead us. Yet, each of us needs to be asking the same questions of LCOOR and our own families. 
How is it that we are being called to hear the good news of Christ? Where are we being called to put 
our faith in action? The answer will be different for everyone. Some are best fed at the Wednesday 
Night Family worship and others find weekly bible study to be a place they are spiritually fed. Some are 
called to reach out to an elderly neighbor who needs their walk shoveled and others make sure the 
hungry are fed.  

At the beginning of a new year it’s time to look back at where we’ve been and where we’re going. This 
year I find myself thrilled with where we’ve landed, but even more excited about where we’re going. 
The energy of our community is shining bright and continues to grow brighter with the help of the spirit 
and the response to what God has first given us.  

May God bless you this year and in all that is to come. 

Pastor ChrisPastor ChrisPastor ChrisPastor Chris    



      Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer  
  Youth Ministries Newsletter  

         “Equipping the soul for the journey…” 
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Thank you to everyone who helped 

with the Watertown Banquet either by 
serving or by providing food.  It went 
very smoothly and it couldn’t have been 
done it without all of your help!   
 
 

Youth Lenten Music Team 
Youth Lenten Music Team will begin 
practice on January 8th at 7:30pm.  Practice 
will be Sunday nights from 7:30 – 9pm.  
The Youth Lenten Music Team will lead a 
worship service on Wednesday evenings 
during the 2012 Lenten Season.   
 

Summer Camp Sign-up 
Oh the weather outside is frightful… so… let’s 
think about summer again!  There are many 
opportunities for 1st – 8th grade youth to 
participate in Bible Camp this summer.  
Registrations are available at the Welcome 
Center.  Registrations and a $100 non – 
refundable deposit are due Sunday, 
January 29th. 
 
 

 
 

Ski Trips 
Youth and chaperones enjoy the snow at 
Andes Tower Hills in Alexandria, Mn.  This is a 
great time of fellowship and a chance to get to 
know the youth of our church. 

� January 21st High School  
� January 28th Middle School (6th –8th) 

Cost is $45 to ski and $55 to snowboard.  We 
will meet at the church at 7:00am and will 
return approximately at 11:00pm.      If you are 
interested in being a chaperone for either of 
these trips, contact Brandi in the church office 
(886-2696) or sign-up at the Welcome Center. 
 

Christmas Decoration 
Tear Down 

Sunday, January 15, 2012  
11:45pm      

Your help is needed to take down all of 
the Christmas decorations.  A light lunch 
will be provided.  Green Card checks 
will be given! 

High School Youth Group 
will meet from 6:30pm – 7:30pm 

January 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th 
February 12th, 19th, and 26th 

 

 

Would you like to receive reminders on Facebook 
during the school year?  Add me as a friend 
(Brandi Kneebone), and then add yourself to the 
group “Lutheran Church of our 
Redeemer Youth.”  I frequently send 
reminders and updates about 
upcoming events.   
 

If you’re not on Facebook and would still like to 
receive updates, please send me an email at 
brandi@lcoorwatertown.org with the subject line:  
Youth Updates! 



  Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer  

         Education & Fellowship 
          “Light the path, Shine the way, Send the word” 
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Kindergarten - 5th Grade Shepherd Meeting 
January 4th 5:30pm or 7:00pm 
Please plan to attend a short informational meeting to 
discuss the remainder of the church school year materials.   
Your January folders will be available at this time.  Contact 
Nettie in the church office if you are not able to attend one 
of the meeting times.   nettie@lcoorwatertown.org 
 

 

Church School Resumes 

† Sunday, January 8, 2012 at 9:30am 

† Wednesday, January 11, 2012 at 6:00pm 
 

Confirmation Classes Resume  
† Wednesday, January 11, 2012 at 6:00pm 

 

 

Kindergarteners and their Parents 
 

Come and explore what baptism means to 
us. You will have the opportunity to attend 
one of two sessions:  

 Sunday, January 15, 2012 during 
the 9:00am Church School time. 

 Wednesday, January 18, 2012 during  
the 6:00pm Church School time. 

Get Ready…He’s Here! 
Congratulations to all of the Church School students who 
participated in the Christmas Program.  It was a wonderful 
performance put on by both groups! 

 A BIG THANKS to Arlene Brandt-Jenson for 
        putting the program together and directing it! 

 Thank you to all of the Shepherds and helpers who 
      worked with the students each week to prepare for 
      the program! 

 Thank you to Janelle Wishard, Robyn VanMeter, 
        and Shari Herold for their help in getting the 
        students in costumes and directing them through  
        the program! 

 

Thank you to the families 
who donated items for our 

“treat bags” for the 
children following their 

Christmas Program.   

The Education Committee would 
especially like to THANK the gentleman 
who gave such a generous donation to 
help support the children of our 
congregation. 

Thank you to those who purchased 
items at the Book Fair.  We had a very 
nice selection of books and gift 
items…which led to a very successful 
sale. 

60+ Group Potluck & Program 
will be held on Monday, January 16th at 
12 noon.  Join us for a potluck lunch 
followed by a fun program.  January is a 
great time to pull out the games and 
activities - Join us for a ‘warm’ afternoon 
of good food, fellowship and see what 
type of games and/or challenges are 
planned for the day – something for 
everyone – you don’t want to miss it!  
Bring a dish to share, a friend and come 
for a wonderful afternoon!  

     

Book Club 
• January 26th  

“The Good Earth” by Pearl Buck 

• February 23rd  
“Sarah’s Key” by Tatiana de Rosnay 

Everyone is welcome to join our group 
whenever you can.  We meet at 10:00am in 
the Youth Room.   



       Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer  
    Christian Preschool       

“We are God’s children.” 1 John 3:2 
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Happy New Year 2012!  
 

We hope you had a blessed Christmas. 
 

Are your children becoming restless and the new Christmas toy no longer is entertaining your child. 
As adults, we enjoy a variety of activities and children will also benefit from planned activities.  
Stagger your child’s day with physical activity, fine motor activities, listening and moving to 
music, reading a book, singing songs, and some television time.  

• Physical Activity Ideas 
Do the Chicken Dance, the Hokey Pokey, or Musical Chairs.  Put on jazzy rhythmic music and 
use an empty oatmeal box that becomes a drum, clap your hands, march upstairs or 
downstairs. Pick one of your favorite soft toys and play hide and seek with it.  

• Set up a Toy Store  
Use toys from your toy box. Help your child categorize them. A shelf or a cardboard box turned 
upside down will work. Create a spot for the soft toys, the vehicles, the dolls, the doll clothes, 
and the blocks. Allow your child to use a toy shopping cart or a basket and some monopoly 
money. Have a playmate or sibling become the clerk.  

• Set up a Restaurant or a Grocery Store  
For a grocery store, save the empty pudding, jello, cracker, Kleenex, bandaid, cereal, or 
various other small boxes. Tape them shut, attach a price tag and open your store.   

• The Line Up Game 
Have fun lining up all the cars and trucks by size. Other variations are to use stuffed animals, 
dolls, Princess dolls, and action figures.   

• Have a Tea Party 
Use your child’s plastic tea set or even some of your “safe” dishes. Plan what you are going to 
serve. Is it time to bake up some cookies or use up the leftover Christmas cookies? Invite a 
friend over for a play date with your child. (Oh don’t forget, Grandma’s LOVE tea parties.  

• Make homemade playdough  
Allow your child to use those Christmas cookie cutters and the spatulas. Our favorite cooked 
playdough we used for holiday decorations was: Heat 2 cups water in a large kettle on the 
stove. Stir in 1 cup salt, 2 tablespoons of powdered alum, 1/3 cup vegetable oil, and several 
drops of your favorite color of food coloring. When hot, remove from heat and stir in 1 ½ cups 
of flour. Add additional flour, if mixture is to sticky. Children enjoy playing and rolling it out 
when it reaches room temperature.   
 

 

Thank You!  
• for Saving County Fair Food Stamps. We 

no longer are able to turn them in for a 
reimbursement.   

• Please continue to save and turn in 
CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS.   

 

JANUARY CALENDARJANUARY CALENDARJANUARY CALENDARJANUARY CALENDAR    

Pre-Kindergarten Classes Resume 
Wednesday, January 4th 

 
Preschool Classes Resume 

Thursday, January 5th 



            Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer  

        Women of the ELCA 

 To Follow and to Serve: The Gospel of Mark 
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Family Mission Project for January 

Layettes 
In refugee camps, hospitals, and villages around the 
world, gifts of layettes convey a warm welcome to 
newborns and their mothers.  

Include the following items for a complete kit: 

� Two lightweight cotton shirts (no Onesies) 
� Two long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers 

(without feet) 
� Two receiving blankets, medium weight cotton or 

flannel 
� Four cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 
� One jacket, sweater or sweatshirt; include a 

baby cap if no hood. 
� Two pairs of socks 
� One hand towel, dark in color preferred 
� Two bath-size bar of gentle soap in original 

wrapping 
� Two diaper pins 

Gently used items can be substituted for new ones. 
Wrap items in one of the receiving blankets and secure 
with diaper pins.  

Tips:  
� Sizes up to 24 months may be used. Consider varying 

sizes of the clothing items included in the layette so it 
will continue to be useful as baby grows. 

� Sweaters may be knitted or crocheted from leftover 
yarn, or made from heavy double knits or fleece. 
Preferred styles have buttons or ties down the front.  

� Diapers can be made from flannel or even by recycling 
t-shirts. Go online to lwr.org/beinvolved and click on 
Layettes for a Diaper Tip Sheet for instructions.  

Donate an entire kit or as many items as you would like. 
Thanks for all you do to make things better for those in 
need.  

Patchwork & Prayers Quilting Group  

will not meet in January.  Our next meeting is Thursday, 
February 2nd at 7pm.  Contact Bev Splinter or Karen 
Kasperson if you are interested in more information 
about this group. 

 

Session 5: Confessing Christ 

Hope Circle:Hope Circle:Hope Circle:Hope Circle:    Monday, Jan. 9 @ 7pm 

Where: 1336 16th St. NE 
Hostess: Bonnie Weippert 
Lesson Leader: Renae Madison 

Martha Circle:Martha Circle:Martha Circle:Martha Circle: No Circle this month 

Mary Circle:Mary Circle:Mary Circle:Mary Circle: Tues. Jan. 10 @ 9:30am 

Where: LCOOR 
Hostess: Joan Goeman 
Lesson Leader: Joan Goeman 

Priscilla Circle:Priscilla Circle:Priscilla Circle:Priscilla Circle: Wed., Jan. 11  @ 9:30am 

Where: LCOOR 
Hostess: Cathy Zubke 
Co-Hostess: Donna Hill  
Lesson Leader: Beth Garnos 

Ruth Circle:Ruth Circle:Ruth Circle:Ruth Circle: Wed., Jan. 11 @ 9:30am 

Where: 1124 Sunset Dr. NW 
Hostess: Dorothy Nichols 
Lesson Leader: Jean Schmitt 

Sarah Circle:Sarah Circle:Sarah Circle:Sarah Circle:  Thurs., Jan. 12  @ 7:30pm 

Where: Prairie Commons 
Hostess: Carol Brink 
Lesson Leader: Marvey Satter 

Lesson Leaders: January 3rd @ 7pm 

Quilters meet Thurs., Jan. 5 & 19 from  
   9am–12pm in Assembly A. Come join us!  

W/ELCA Board Mtg: Jan. 18th @ 4pm 

 

Thanks to everyone  
who helped make the  

Mini-Advent Fair a success!!! 
$1,000 was given to each of these 
ministries:  Mike Busbey, missionary to 
Nicaragua, SDSU Campus Ministry, 
and Codington County Cares. 



 

   Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 
   2001 Second St. N.W.    •    Watertown, SD  57201 
    “Making Jesus Christ Known Through Word & Deed” 

 

 

 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bible 101 starts up again on 

Wednesday, January 25th at 4:30pm.   
We are currently using the study 

“The Greatest Story: Bible 
Introduction”    

Come join us when you can. 

High School Seniors   
• Are you interested in attending a church 

college?  If it is an ELCA Church College, you 
are eligible for a PACT scholarship through 
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer.  The 
college usually matches the $400.00 per year 
given by the church. For more information, 
talk to Nancy Brinkman or fill out an 
information sheet at the Welcome Center.  
Deadline for this scholarship is February 
15th, 2012.   

• Are you planning to attend a South Dakota 
state supported school – either a university or 
technical school?  The Leonard & Ardell 
Timmerman Scholarship may be an option 
for you.  Scholarship forms will be available in 
the church office or at the Welcome Center 
and due May 31, 2012.  Three $500.00 
scholarships will be given to graduating high 
school seniors or students presently attending 
a state supported school. 

• Please bring a wallet sized senior picture of 
yourself to the church office to be used on the 
Senior Bulletin Board in May for Senior 
Recognition Sunday. 

 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, January 22nd 

12:30pm 
 

A light luncheon will be 
served at 11:30am. 

Proposed Constitution Changes  

can be found on our website at 
www.lcoorwatertown.org .   If you would like a 
hard copy, please contact Jodi Spilde in the 
church office.  These changes will be brought 
forward at the Congregational Annual Meeting 
scheduled for Sunday, January 22, 2012 at 
12:30pm. 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

WATERTOWN, SD 

57201 

PERMIT NO. 

587 
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