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“Making Jesus Christ Known Through Word And Deed...”

It's that time of year when our folks at LCOOR get
together to make lefse for the “Mini-Advent Fair” held
in Dec. If you would like to be a part of this friendship
building experience, here is what you need to know:

Dates for mixing up the dough:
Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

Dates for baking the lefse:
Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov. 1

On the baking days, bring your lefse grill, rolling pin,
etc. If you haven't made lefse before, we are willing
to teach you. Please let us know you are coming by
signing up at the Welcome Center.

October Fall Fun Night

Join us for a fun filled evening from 6:30 — 9pm
on Friday, October 21% at the church. You are
invited to bring snacks to share and your own
pumpkin to decorate. This fun filled evening will
have something for everyone! Ages 1 to 100 are
invited to participate. You don’t want to miss
this!

Service of Healing

We all need healing in many parts of our lives.
From cancer to depression to conflict in
relationships...whatever is causing you suffering
and pain. Come and experience a sign of God’s
healing and wholeness. Join your fellow
members of Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer
for a Service of Healing at the regular service
times on Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday,
October 12", 15™ and 16™. In its ministry of
healing, the church does not replace the gifts of
God that come through the scientific community
nor does it promise a cure. Rather, the church
offers and celebrates gifts such as these.
Experience God’s presence with strength and
comfort in time of suffering, God’s promise of
wholeness and peace, and God’s love embodied
in the community of faith.

Patchwork & Prayer

Beginning Quilting Class!

Do you like to sew? Have you ever wanted to
learn some of the basics of beginning to quilt?
We have a program based on the book The
Word in Patchwork by Kimberly Graham.
This book allows you to stitch reminders of Bible
stories in quilt patterns. Each pattern includes a
Scripture message to guide our discussions.
After discussion, you are encouraged to visit with
others as you cut, sew and assemble your
blocks from your favorite fabrics. You may
choose to make small table runners, table
toppers, placemats, wall hangings, or even a
large quilt from your assembled blocks. You're
invited to join Bev Splinter and Karen Kasperson
for our first informational meeting of the
Patchwork and Prayer Beginning Quilting Class
on Thursday, October 6™, at 7:00pm in
Assembly A.

We will meet the third Thursday of each month in
Assembly A at 7:00 pm. Questions, call Karen
Kasperson at 886-3550 or Bev Splinter at
(605)237-5400.
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Memorials & Donations Given During the Months of
August/September
The Latest Prayer Shawl Ministry:

WO rd $95.00 in donations

$10.00 in memory of Eula Hinderaker

is a monthly publication of $310.00 in memory of Dorothy Crouse
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer $500.00 in memory of Daneen Lamb
Deadline for the November 2011 issue is: Care Fund:
October 21¢, 2011. $35.00 in donations

Debt Reduction:
$20.00 given in memory of Lorraine Schultz

Pastors Chris Matson
pastorchris@lcoorwatertown.org
605-794-2841(Home)

Bob Hansen (Interim)
pastorbob@Icoorwatertown.org

Special Gifts/Memorial Fund:
$50.00 given in memory of Ron Ronshaugen

Sam Hatlestad (Visitation)

Gary Westgard - Retired .
Kathy Hibbert - Retired SC”D Report

Youth & Family Director  Brandi Kneebone The winner of the August drawing was Nancy Brinkman. She won
brandi@Icoorwatertown.org a $5.00 gift certificate good at Dairy Queen. This completes our
Welcoming & Caring Ministries Coordinator drawings for the year. Thanks to all who participated and continue
Nancy Brinkman to purchase Scrip.

nancy@Icoorwatertown.org

During the summer months, a total of $774.25 was generated from

Education Coord'r?:::i?;@l oo a'\'tiﬁfwAnuztr'g the sale of Scrip for the Care Fund. The proceeds for September —
Program Ministry Aide Lois Vanderfeen May will now benefit our Christian Preschool.
lois@lcoorwatertown.org Parents of preschoolers enrolled in the 2011-2012 school year with
Preschool Karen Kasperson & Christy Crook Mrs. Karen: Remember to take advantage of the discount of up to
preschool@Ilcoorwatertown.org $20.00 each month on your tuition when you purchase Scrip. See
Worship & Music Coordinator your handbook for more information.

Robbyn Givens

robbyn@lcoomwatertown.org We are looking for volunteers to help sell Scrip on Sundays.

Please talk to either Julie Rude or Jodi Spilde in the church office

Financial Secretary Julie Rude .
office@Ilcoorwatertown.org for more details.
Administrative Secretary Jodi Spilde Purchase Scrip for all your shopping needs!

jodi@Icoorwatertown.org

Custodians Gene & Vickey Rieffenberger
vickey@lIcoorwatertown.org

Treasurer’'s Report

Prayer Chain Mary Jo Manzey Income Expense
Masin Cﬁzz'fs:g August 44,921.82 59,675.25
|
T e a8es Year to Date 534,367.38 526,142.22
We need everyone’s help to be a generous mission focused
congregation.
President Dr. Gerald Rieber
Vice President Gary Grewing . . .
Secretary Jane Hurlbert Thrivent Choice D_ollars shared with Lutheran Church of Our
Treasurer Carla Peterson Redeemer = $58.00 in September.
Traci Althoff Lisa Carrico Thanks to Gerry Likness, Larry Parliament & Jim Miller.
fammy betange Jayson Magare Thrivent Choice Dollars shared with the LCOOR Preschool =
Jim Miller Chris Owen $62.00 in September. Thanks to Karen Kasperson, Allen Rude &
Janelle Wishard Marge Rothenberger.

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer Garden Produce Thanks to everyone who has brought produce
2001 Second Street NW « Watertown, SD

hone (605)886-2696 to LCOOR! The table will continue to be available as long as the
pFaX (605)386-3362 produce comes in. As of this writing, we have taken in $664.32 for
those affected by severe spring storms in the US this year. Your

www.lcoorwatertown.org . : i
generosity will make a difference!

office@lcoorwatertown.org
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/ Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

Words from the Pastor

Dear friends in Christ at Lutheran
Church of Our Redeemer,

| Am Grateful To Serve at
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

| want to thank the members of Lutheran Church
of Our Redeemer for their warm welcome as |
begin my work with you as your interim pastor.
Intentional interim ministry is a specialized
pastoral ministry of the SD Synod and the ELCA.
| serve at the direction of Bishop Zellmer and |
was appointed by Bishop Zellmer to be your
interim pastor. The church council accepted the
appointment and together we have entered into
a covenant for ministry.

| still remember the first time | visited Lutheran
Church of Our Redeemer, it was 1970 and | was
serving as an intern pastor in Peever, SD. The
sign by your former church building stated:
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer Worships
Here. The church was not the building or the
pastor the church was the people.

As we begin our work together, it is important to
remember that the church is the people. The
main concern expressed to me by the church
council was to restore a feeling of welcome and
caring at Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer.
70% of the members are under the age of 50
and 49% are under the age of 30. We especially
need to be welcoming and caring for younger
families and children. Together, we can have
that happen.

The Ongoing Reformation

October 31, Reformation Day, is a time to reflect
on the basic history and teachings of the Lutheran
tradition. Luther and his followers never wanted to
start a new denomination but wanted to bring
about reform within the Roman Catholic Church of
which Luther and his followers were a part.

Martin Luther began to rediscover of the main
teaching of Christianity, that we are declared
righteous by faith in the cross of Jesus Christ. It is
not our righteousness that saves us; Christ's
righteousness saves us. Luther’s understanding
of salvation led him to protest the sale of
indulgences, a process where a person could
purchase forgiveness of sin and therefore
salvation. On the eve of All Saints — October 31,
1527, Luther went to the door of the castle church
in Wittenberg, Germany and posted his 95 theses.

Put very simply, Luther's Reformation centered on
the Gospel, showing that Scripture gives us
direction for daily living. Whenever in the Church
was found to contradict Scripture and the Gospel
of salvation by grace through faith the church
needed to be reformed. Luther's Reformation was
concerned with essentials, with the very heart of
Christianity. It is for this reason that it swept
through Europe and had such amazing results.
When we celebrate the Reformation, we are
celebrating the Gospel; and we are celebrating our
salvation through Jesus Christ.

Suzanne and | will be celebrating Reformation Day
in Wittenberg, Germany where Martin Luther lived
and taught. We look forward to this study trip that
will take us to different cities that were part of
reformation history.

Grace & Peace,
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Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer
Youth Ministries Newsletter

Youth Schedules

There are many events planned for this school year!
Schedules are available at the Welcome Center. Pick
up a schedule and mark your calendars!

High School Youth Group
We meet every Sunday from 6:30 — 8pm unless
otherwise noted. We meet for a time of devotion and
fellowship.

e October 2" - Minute To Win It

- October 9™, 23" & Nov. 13™ — No HS Youth Group

“Equipping the soul for the journey...”

Youth Group
FURDRAISER

Come to church hungry on Sunday, October 2" and
support our youth going on the 2012 ELCA Youth
Gathering trip to New Orleans.

Youth and parents of youth going on this trip
need to assist with the making, baking and
selling of the rolls.

« October 1% — Make Rolls from 7 — 9pm

- October 2" — Sell Rolls from 8am — noon

Please mark your calendar for the

following dates:

« Sunday, October 2" at 5pm — “Pizza
with the Pastors” Come and find out
what it is to be a “Confirmed Member”.
Afterwards, join Brandi for Senior High
Youth Group at 6:30pm.

 Friday, October 7" — Confirmation
Bible Verse due

e Sunday, October 25th at 5:00pm —
MANDATORY _Confirmation Pictures,
Rehearsal & Worship time for parents
and students.

« Saturday, October 29" & Sunday,
October 30" Affirmation of Baptism
(Confirmation) Service. Services both
days will be at 1pm. Please plan to be
at the church by 12:30pm.

Wednesday,
October 19t at 9:30am

-
=
=
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2012 ELCA Youth Gathering
citizens with the saints
Ephesians 2:14-20
Current 8" grade through high school
seniors can attend the 2012 ELCA Youth
Gathering in New Orleans, July 16-23".

Registrations and a $150 non
refundable deposit are due on October
2" Total cost for the trip is $350.
Contact Brandi in the office (886-2696) if
you have any questions.




g&Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

Education & Fellowship

Congratulations

A total of thirty-nine 3™ Graders received their Bibles
on September 25" and September 28". The Bibles were
given to the students in Memory of Hartney Andrisen.

Piano Players — We are looking for people to help
out with the Church School music times and play
piano for both the Wednesday 6:00pm and Sunday
9:30am time. Talk to Nettie in the church office or e-
mail her if you are interested in helping.
nettie@lcoorwatertown.org

5th Graders and Parents are invited to attend a Pass
the Faith Event on Sunday, October 9th during the
9:30am Church School time or Wednesday, October
12th during the 6:00pm Church School time. Come
and learn about our “Lutheran Worship” and get your
acolyte training. The students will be acolytes for the
worship services this year. Following the meeting you
will have a chance to sign up for which services you
will serve at; so bring the family calendar.

“Light the path, Shine the way, Send the word”

60+ Group Potluck & Program
— will be held on Monday, October
17", All are welcome to join us at the
church for a 12-noon potluck lunch. At
our July meeting, Cathy and Bill Zubke
shared their experiences as they
traveled in Vietham. Now in October
they will again serve as our Travel
Hosts and take us on the next part of
their trip, journeying together into
Cambodia. You don’t want to miss
this interesting program. We
encourage you to join us as we learn
more about this country through their
eyes. Bring a friend, as well as a dish
to share for the luncheon and be ready
for a great time. Hope to see you
there!

3 _ 5™ Grade Youth

Bowl with Brandi on October 2". We will meet at
Tommy’s Lanes from 3 — 5pm. Cost for two
games and shoe rental is $7. Sign up at the
Welcome Center. Chaperones are needed.

If you are available, please let Brandi in the
church office know (886-2696).

LCOOR Book Club

Next Meeting: Thursday, October 27™M at 10:00am. We will
be reading and discussing the book “Heaven is for Real” by
Todd Burpo. ?s...Contact Maylou Austin (0886-4910).

BeFrienders

» Trained BeFrienders are available
at Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer.
These trained and caring individuals
will meet offsite with you and be the
listening ear that you just might need.
All conversations are private and
confidential. It's great to have that
special friend to talk to! For more
information about the program or see
how this would work for you — contact
one of the Pastors or Nancy at the
church office (886-2696).

» BeFrienders —our monthly meeting at
7pm will be on Tuesday, October 18"
this month. See you there.

« Wanted — Additional BeFrienders
Are you a good listener? Do enjoy
getting to know people? You already
have two of the qualities of a good
BeFriender! Talk to Nancy in the
church office (886-2696) to express
your interest in this program training.

October 2011



Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

S 9)7
2 I Christian Preschool

&
%
-" “We are God'’s children.” 1 John 3:2

Fun Fall Activities:

Rake up Big, Big, Leaf Piles.

: < Allow your children to run and jump.
Don’t forget to grab your camera for a great
keepsake picture.

Go on a Nature Walk or take
time and head to the park. Talk to

your child about the changes N
from their summertime visits. >
Collect different varieties of

leaves. Have your child find as °

many different colors and kinds as you can.
Sort them and categorize which ones are the
same and which leaves are different. Do leaf
rubbings.

Carve a Cross-O-Lantern.
When making jack-o-lanterns, carve
one with a cross in the middle of the
p pumpkin. Sing the song, “This little
light of mine. Emphasize to your children that
their actions and their words, are a little light
to others they are around.

Praise the Positive.

Take note of all the good
deeds and actions your child
is doing through out the day.
Every time they help you, pick
up the dishes, or when they show kindness of
remembering to say, “Please”, and “thank
you”. Praise them.

Children imitate our actions and our words.
What is your child pretending to do that is a
mirror image of you.

Plan during the day to say to your child: | like
it when, you...........
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October Calendar

October 10 No School

In observance of Native American Day.

October 24 Pre-K Parent/Teacher

Conferences: 9:30am — 7:00pm

October 25 & 26 SMILE! Picture Day!

October 27 Preschool Costume Day!

October 31 Happy Halloween,
Pre-K Wear Your Costume Day!

THANK YOU! o . O
i i T."l:_ ."r"q:rl'k:'.*‘_
For turning in your widfly ] SRS
County Fair Food ffg, -
Stamp coupons. et

It's Soup and Cracker time. Don’t
forget to remove the UPC code on
all Campbell Label for Education
products.

You may turn the Campbell Label for
Education points in at the Welcome
Center, Church Office or in the
Preschool Room.




42? Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

))f f}Women of the ELCA
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N To Follow and to Serve: The Gospel of Mark
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Lesson Leaders: Tues., Oct. 4 @ 7pm

Quilters meet Thurs., Oct. 6 & 20 from
9am-12pm in Assembly A. Come join us!

W/ELCA Board Mtg: No Meeting in
October.

Project Comfort#7 & # &8 ."
&3 "
& 9)
# " 8/"
& There have been changes to the
layette kits for LWR. Here are some
items that have been added:

- S & &2 & o hand towel, preferably a dark color
& e 0 socks for infants

&" =(< " >% These items can be new or gently used. If
& % " & you are able to provide any of these
# 3 & & " items, please leave them at the Welcome
Center by Oct. 15.
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“Making Jesus Christ Known Through Word & Deed”
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Fall Fun Night

Friday, October 21*
6:30-9:00pm
*Bring munchies to share and a
pumpkin to decorate.

Men’s Power Lunch
Food for the Body, Food for the Soul

Twenty-two men attended the first two meetings in
September. Thanks to Dave Wolsky, he has prepared
the food and will continue to do so through October.
Four men volunteered to be a Coordinating Committee:
Dave Wolsky, Don Scharn, Sam Gutormson, and Don
Voss, who also serves as treasurer. The men decided
to recommend a $5.00 donation for the food each
week, in order that a kitty can be built up for times
when they might want to cater in the food. For a
project, a Christmas Jar is available for donations of
loose change and bills, eventually to be given to
someone in need when the funds build up. Hopefully
by the first week in October, Pastor Sam Hatlestad
plans to have a study resource available in the form of
a DVD. Pastor Bob Hansen spoke about his pastoral
journey at the September 21 meeting and Kyle
Debertin, co-director of Joy Ranch along with his wife
Betsey, spoke about camping ministry and Joy Ranch
at the September 28 meeting. The men continue to
close each meeting with a time of prayer.

All men are welcome to these weekly gatherings
from 12:15-1:15pm.

New Members Received in October
Letters will be mailed out to those who have
requested membership or who have been
worshipping with us on a regular basis. If you
are interested in joining our church family and
have not received a letter, please pick up a
packet at the Welcome Center or the church
office. If you would like more information about
who we are and our programs, contact the
church office or talk to Nancy Brinkman —
Welcoming & Caring Ministries Coordinator.

October Dates to mark on your Calendar:

e Lutheran Basis Class — Thursday,
October 13™ from 6 to -9pm. This is for
those coming from a non-Lutheran
background or who wish to have a refresher
course on the Lutheran faith.

e New Member Orientation Luncheon &
Meeting — Sunday, October 16" at
11:30am. This is a time to learn more about
our church and meet other members.

* New Member Reception — Sunday,
October 23" at the 8:30am and 10:30am
worship services. You will be received into
membership at whichever service works best
for you and/or your family.



Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer
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Congregational Newsletter September 2011
Change?

"The more things change, the more they stay the same." Alphonse Karr (1809-
1890 Change is inevitable and nothing ever stays the same...for long. We must
appreciate that change can be good if it is done with purpose and direction. Change, just
for the sake of change, rarely gets you to a different or better end. Itis natural to be
resistant to making changes to the familiar. We all get comfortable with the way we do
things. Without change, there can be no progress, no improvement, and no renewal.
Before we can talk about changing anything, we have to know where we've been,
understand where we are, and, if we want to be successful, have a good idea of where
we are going. But remember purpose and direction are required to effect positive
change.

Where we've been

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer was chartered in 1960 with 200 members and has
grown to over 3300 members in 2011. We have faithfully supported ministries reaching
around the world and continue to lift up ministries to "Make Jesus Christ Known Through
Word and Deed. This congregation started out in a farmers market and through the
faithful and generous support of its members, expanded to build a church and school
which was rapidly outgrown and to our current beautiful facility was constructed.

We have had many congregation members come and go by birth, baptism,
confirmation, marriage, and death as well as members transfer in or out to other families
of faith through the years. What has always remained constant is the Christian presence
felt by all who worship at Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer. Knowing that "all are
welcome" and our ministry to support that everyone is welcome at the table of the Lord.
This is what we are all about.

As in any family, disagreements and conflict are part of normal life. How we deal
with that conflict is what makes us stronger. Through tests of faith we learn more about
ourselves and our relationship with God and each other. We have had more than our
share of conflict in the past several years at Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer and many
of us have felt their faith tested to extremes. | have talked to some who found coming to
church to be stressful rather than a place to find peace, and others who simply chose to
quit coming to avoid the conflict and yet others who were unaware that the conflict
existed. In the months leading up to the congregational vote and even the weeks
afterward, it turned more to fear and concern for the unknown that left an unsettling
feeling among congregation members that | encountered.

"Making Jesus Christ known through word and deed . . . “



In the year leading up to and since joining the council in January this year, it became clear to
me that we are a congregation in trouble. We have seemed to have lost sight of our mission
through the controversy surrounding the ELCA statement on sexuality and the congregational vote.
It was stated to me, "We are just going through the motions of preaching, marrying, burying, and
baptizing, lacking any sense of creative ministry". | found this to be deeply concerning that a
congregation such as ours could be, "simply existing", and felt compelled to take part in regaining
our sense of direction and mission.

Facing(faced with) the departure of Pastor Wayne in February, the resignation of Pastor Tom
and departure of some long time members of the congregation this summer, we continue to deal
with a sense of loss within our family of faith. Following the congregational vote and the
overwhelming decision to stay with the ELCA the Congregational Council now had direction. After
consultation with Pastors, the Bishop, and others from the Synod, your council started looking
toward the future.

Where we are

Your congregational council has been working very diligently through the summer to deal
proactively with the transition and the changes we have seen and to ensure the ministry of Lutheran
Church of Our Redeemer continues uninterrupted. | want to acknowledge the office staff and the
amazing job they have done throughout a very difficult time. Their continued service to the
congregation and missions of Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer is remarkable. Julie, Robbyn,
Brandi, Jodi, Lois, Nancy, Nettie, Gene, Vikki, and Karen, your dedication is commendable and we
appreciate all that you do! Thank You!

The congregational council has met and called an intentional Interim Pastor. An intentional
interim is a temporary position and he will be with us until we are ready to call a full time pastor.
The purpose of an intentional interim is to bring a specific skill sets to congregations in need. He
will help the congregation to heal and to re-engage the congregation to get back on track before we
call another full time Pastor. It is the feeling of the council and pastoral staff that this is the best
direction for us to go before we begin the process of calling a new Pastor for Lutheran Church of
Our Redeemer. Pastor Bob Hansen has already hit the ground running and has been working with
the staff and council to identify the things that we do well, and the things that need improvement or
to take an entirely new direction.

You may have noticed that the children's sermon is now done with the children in worship
with their parents. This is an intentional change to instill in our children that worship is a family
event. | find it refreshing, and it can't hurt to hear the message twice.

We have seen the return of Retired Pastor Gary Westgard, and Pastor Kathy Hibbert
preaching and Pastor Sam has continued his faithful visitation ministry. | wish to acknowledge and
thank Pastors Westgaard, Hattelstad, and Hibbert for stepping up in our time of need. | also wish to
thank Pastor Chris for her solid leadership as we go through this process of transition, for her
dedication and perseverance through a very busy and difficult time. It has been a test of her
leadership and she has done a fine job.



Where we're going

Pastor Bob Hansen and his wife Suzanne have joined us at Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer for the duration of his call which ends when we are ready to call a new pastor. Itis our
expectation that he will be with us for approximately 6-9 months. A call committee has been formed
and will soon begin the call process. The committee will consist (consists of) approximately 10
diverse members of the congregation along with a youth representative. The staff office is working
hard getting ready for the fall season and resuming the church school and confirmation program
which is also seeing changes this year. Pastor Chris is excited about the new program which will
help the confirmation students apply the principles of the confirmation curriculum to their everyday
lives. The staff has been very busy with the transition. New ideas, new ministries, as well as
continuation of many of the existing ministries all are underway behind the scenes. | encourage all
of you to take a moment to look around when you are at church to see all God's work being done
through our service to Him.

Suzanne works with the Synod in the Youth and Family Ministry area. She is excited about
working with our kids and Brandi to help develop a youth ministry program to keep our youth
engaged beyond confirmation coursework and to help them explore their relationship with God.

The stewardship committee is implementing a program called Consecration Sunday, which
has been designated as December 4™, 2011. This program will help us to answer the question of
"What is God calling me to do" with regard to stewardship and giving. While we recognize that not
all families have the same giving potential, it is very important that you answer Gods call to
contribute what you can towards our programs, missions and our ministries to continue to make His
word known to all who cross our path.

Supporting the ELCA worldwide missions is also an important part of who we are as a
congregation. The worldwide reach of the ELCA promotes the spread of the Word in all areas
through missionaries, World Hunger appeal, natural disasters, and companion churches in
developing countries. The finance committee is evaluating the budget and preparing the budget for
2012.

Your council is in the process of reviewing the By Laws of LCOOR and establishing
descriptions for each committees’ specific duties and responsibilities so that those who serve on
those committees know what is expected of them and can effectively perform the service required of
them. We are also working toward the goal of having the committees be the working arm of the
congregational council with support from the church staff. It should be the committees and
appointed congregational members of those committees who are allowed to develop and run the
various programs and to grow those programs for the benefit of the congregation.

People come and go in congregations for a multitude of reasons. We have always welcomed
those who come to Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer with open arms and have always wished
well those who have chosen to move on to other congregations. This we will continue to do. Itis
part of our mission. It is part of who we are as a congregation. It is part of being a Christian.
Pastors come and go in congregations. Some move on when they feel a call to a higher mission,
some retire, and some feel that their mission is no longer fulfilling to themselves or to the



congregation. Fresh ideas and a new beginning will help to fill the void from those leaders who
have left their service with Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer and allow us to come together to be a
stronger, better, more involved congregation in our local community, synod, ELCA, and in the
Christian faith community around the world.

The one constant is that the Lord continues to guide and watch over all of us all the time. He
protects us and will be with us through the difficult times we share.

In closing, | would ask everyone in the congregation to look inward and find a way to
contribute to Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer. We need your talents, teaching church school,
teaching confirmation, choir, participating in the great mission work that we do, supporting one of
the many programs already in place, helping out in the church office, service on a committee or
serve in leadership positions. Everyone has something to offer to our ministry and you will make a
difference in the lives of others. Please make an effort to offer your service where you feel you can
contribute rather than waiting to be asked.

While we cannot change the past, | ask that we not dwell on it either. | am proud to have
been called to serve you on the congregational council. It has definitely been an unexpected
challenge for me personally, and in my own faith. At times it has tested my desire to keep going,
and words of encouragement from many of you have strengthened my resolve to see us through.
My one guiding principal that | have led the council with and have repeatedly expressed to the rest
of the council is that our ultimate responsibility is to always do what is in the best interest of the
congregation, always. We are not perfect, we will make mistakes, but with God's help and the
support of the congregation I think we are moving forward with purpose and direction. Your
patience and understanding is necessary as you will see changes in the coming months both in
worship and in fellowship.

Everyone must take an active role in shaping the future of Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer, to regain our direction, to promote creative ministries, to make all who enter the doors of
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer feel welcome, and to continue to make Jesus Christ known
through Word and Deed.

Yours in Christ

Jerry Rieber, LCOOR Council President



g&Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

Education & Fellowship Opportunities

‘Tell It to Bob’ Open Forum
LCOOR Interim Pastor Bob Hansen will be
available at the following times for
conversation, questions and discussion. Join
us at one of the following times:

7:45pm Wednesday, October 5

6:30pm Saturday, October 8"

9:30am Sunday, October 9™

“Light the path, Shine the way, Send the word”

Ladies Night Out - is coming Monday,
November 28"™. Mark your calendars & invite
your friends — you don’t want to miss it!
Another special event and a great way to begin
the Advent Season! Tickets will be available
soon!

Great Hall Walking Resumes

As the weather turns cooler, you are reminded
that the Great Hall is available Monday —
Friday during office hours for Power Walking or
just your daily stroll'! No wind, ice or snow to
deal with here! Come at whatever time of day
works best for you. A regular group walks
most mornings about 9am and then shares a
cup of coffee or tea and conversation together
before heading on for the rest of their day.

Weekly Adult Opportunities:

Sunday

0 9:30am — Reflecting On Worship —
Discussion cards are placed on the
tables for you to share with other
members and therefore help you transit
between worship and the rest of your
week.

o Bible Study Discussion with Jack —
meets weekly in Pastor Chris’s office
with Jack Holmquest helping facilitate
the study. No preparation involved — a
low key group discussion style of
learning. You don’t want to miss it!

Wednesday

o0 12:15pm - Men’s Power Lunch — Join
this group of men for a time of feeding
both the body and spirit.

0 4:30pm — Bible 101 — This basic Bible
study meets weekly in the Grace Alone
Conference with Paula Orthaus
facilitating. Child care is available if you
call ahead to the church office.

For other groups and studies that meet on a
monthly basis, please check the Fall Program
Brochure, check the weekly bulletin or calendar.

Church Nursery

Our church nursery is staffed from 8:15am —
11:30am each Sunday morning for the littlest
people of LCOOR. Itis also staffed on
Wednesday evening from 4:30pm — 8:30pm for
those needing child care while they participate
in the Bible 101 Class, participate in the
Worship Team, assist with Church School or
Confirmation Classes, attend worship,
participate in the Praise & Rejoice Chaoir, or
Handbell Choir.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer’s Prayer
Shawl group continues to be a busy group
meeting on the first and third Tuesday of each
month at 10am — October 4™ & 18" in the
Youth Room. Experienced crafters are
encouraged to attend and ‘crafter want-a-bees’
are always welcome as this is a great place to
learn the skill and there are always extra spots
around the tables! Completed prayer shawls,
quilts and infant blankets are blessed on the
last week of the month during worship
services. If you would like more information,
know someone in need of a prayer shawl or to
learn more about this ministry, come join us or
talk to Nancy about this caring ministry.

The Prayer Shawl Group Thanks YOU! — Our
prayer shawl ministry is supported ONLY
through special gifts, memorials and donations.
We appreciate all of you who help support this
program. Thank you!




SOMETIMES THE TRUTH IS SO CLOSE YOU CAN’T SEE IT

I sent this letter to Jodi and asked her to please print it in our monthly newsletter. |
wrote it without Pastor Matson's knowledge or permission, because | believe if she
had such knowledge, | would not have been given permission.

I think 1 am only saying what many people are thinking, and that is that we are
blessed by the ministry of Pastor Chris. | told her recently, you sure are old and
wise for such a young person. | meant it.

She came here as an associate pastor. To be an associate or assistant pastor is not
always easy. One has responsibility, but little authority. If things don’t work, you
may get the blame, but if things do work, you seldom get the credit. Pastor Chris
carried out her responsibilities as our associate pastor with humility, patience, and a
good deal of grace, sometimes in difficult situations.

Two pastors left. She became the administrative pastor for a time and somehow
was able to take on this new position with little fanfare or complaint. We discovered
she knew what she was doing and did it well. Then we called an interim pastor, and
Chris changed roles once again.

In those moves from being an associate to the administrator then back to associate,
Pastor Chris revealed her ability to serve where she is best needed and where she is
called by the congregation she serves.

But this is her wisdom. When someone comes to a pastor in need of help, the pastor
becomes the servant. Some pastors don’t get that, will never get that. Chris does.
She does what is needed to be of help, she gives her best, even if it means stepping
back and letting another receive credit, because she understands that the person in
need of help is the most important person in the room.

Pastors are called to be servants. Pastor Chris is a dandy one.

Pastor Gary Westgard

Many churches observe October as Pastor Appreciation Month. Given the
reluctance of many pastors to call attention to themselves, it's not likely that they will
mention anything about being appreciated.

Were someone to ask a pastor, however, what might be done to show appreciation
to him or her, the answer would likely be, “Pray for me.”

I"/ St. Paul never asked for anything for himself except that others pray for him. To the

(L ’( f?f_'r-;’_?_-*’ church at Rome, he wrote, “I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus

APPREC '};ﬁ’j}{ﬁ\/j Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in earnest prayer to God on my behalf,
that | may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my ministry to
Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, so that by God’s will | may come to you
with joy and be refreshed in your company” (Romans 15:30-32, NRSV).

Encourage our pastors by assuring them of your prayers and love.

Pastor Chris Matson, Pastor Bob Hansen, Pastor Sam Hatlestad,
Pastor Kathy Hibbert and Pastor Gary Westgard
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