
 

                                                                                                                                                               

Gathering 
Prelude                                                                                                                           Hymn Sing Led by Pastor Dan Overbo 
 

Welcome (please pass the black welcome pads)  

Inspired by the abundant hospitality of Jesus Christ, Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer welcomes  
all of God’s children into the life of the church as ‘we make God known through words and deeds’. 

 

Call to Worship 
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. God has brought us together as many people, from 
many places, and who have many different past experiences. And yet as we gather together, we are united.  
For Christ is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 
By abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. 
His purpose was to create one new person out of two, thus making peace. 
 

(The first and second blue candles are lit.) 
 

And in this one body to restore the relationship of both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 
He came and preached peace to those who were far away and to those who were near. For through him we both have access to  
the Father by one Spirit. 
And so we celebrate the Prince of Peace.  
 

Confession and Forgiveness    

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
We confess our sin. Lord, we come before you in prayer today, asking for forgiveness. We have not loved as we ought to love,  
we have not given as we ought to give, and we have fallen short of the mark of truly being your sons and daughters.   
We recognize our sins and in this moment of silence, we privately remember our shortcomings in love and life.  
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

God, our heavenly Father, hears the prayers of his children and answers those prayers. Our prayer for forgiveness is  
answered in the person of Jesus Christ, his Son, who died for our sin that we might have new life in him. To those who believe his  
Word of truth he gives power to be the people of God. Praise God for his gift of love to us. Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn                                       “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”                                                                                                          #256 

 

Greeting   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Kyrie                                page 138-139 
 

Canticle of Praise                                                                                             page 139-140 



Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, you came to earth to send us peace. Help us to be ambassadors of peace in this season as well. 
Give us the ability to break down barriers between us by offering forgiveness in your name. Move us to serve as peacemakers 
between those who are at odds with one another that they might be united again. Calm our worries at this time of year with 
confidence and strength from you, our Prince of Peace. May every message we send bring harmony and hope in you to all 
experiencing division of any kind. Amen. 

 
Special Music                 “Creation Will Be at Peace" Williams & Page                                                          Praise & Rejoice Choir 

                                                                                                                                                                                       Directed by: Kristy Tostenson 
 

Word 
 

First Reading                                                             Micah 5:2-5 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is 
to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she 
who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and shepherd his 
flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be 
great to the ends of the earth. And he shall be their peace.  
Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm                                                                           Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
2 that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 
3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 
4 Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 
6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth. 
7 In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
18 Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; you alone do wondrous deeds! 
19 And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.  
 

Second Reading                                              1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.  
Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Sermon and Children’s Church (congregation please sing ‘Jesus Loves Me’ as children gather) 

 
Gospel Acclamation                         “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                                                                         #257 vs. 2 

 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1st Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.   

Gospel Reading                             Matthew 1:18-25 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She 
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the 
Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which 
means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew 
her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                                       “Send Peace”                                                                          Pastor Dan Overbo 



Hymn of the Day                                       “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                                                                                                     #279 
 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church 

Hospitalized/Ill:       Betsy Spartz- Daughter of Denise Schmahl and Sister of Alissa (Mark) Iverson, Katie Stavig, Bud Webb,  
 JoAnn Roti, Carter Silvernail- Son-in-law of Ron & Carol Bergan, Dave Wicks, Lucille Olson, Carna Kruse,  
 Buck Schaack- Brother of Joyce (Marvin) McGillivary, Liz Ewald- Friend of Lesa Franken, Dianna Lambert,  
 Brad Bergh- Son of Margaret Bergh, Robin Faulstich- Sister-in-law of Phyllis Bowersox, Karla Stimson,  
 Vince Brueggeman- Father of Karla Christensen  
 
 

Death: Dorothy Syhre 

 
Offering                                                                                                                                 “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” K. Kosche 

Text to Give: 888-303-5012 or Scan the QR code located in the pew 
        Noisy Can Offering (for all ages) Mission of the Month:                        
          Brothers and Sisters Behind Bars & St Francis House  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Offertory Response                                     “Create In Me a Clean Heart”                                                                                #186 

 
Offering Prayer 
Our ears have heard the words of your prophet, O God. Our spirits have responded to the call “prepare!” And the roadwork has 
begun. A highway is being laid in our hearts. We bring these gifts to you, O God, signs of the preparation being made. Our hearts 
are ready for you. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Milestone Recognition: 1st Grade Christmas Story Nativity  
 
Announcements 
 

Stewardship Snapshot 
 

One Week Offering Goal: $20,094.00 
(Pledged $13,360.00 | Non-Pledged $6,734.00) 
 

One Week Offering Received (Nov. 23-29): $11,212.71 
(Pledged $6,017.50 | Non-Pledged $5,195.21)  
 

55% of our goal was met.    

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=270662909&event_date=2025-12-10


Sending 
 

Blessing (from Philippians 4:7) 

Now may the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. The Lord bless 
you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and 
give you peace. Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn                                          “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”                                                                                                         #282 

 
Call to Service                                                                    Go in peace. Keep awake.   

                                                                                                   Thanks be to God. 

 
 Prelude                 “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” J. Kindermann 
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