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Lessons and Carols for Christmas: Savior, Christ, Lord 
Sunday, December 31, 2023, 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

Prelude  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” (arr. Thompson & Jordan) 
  

Welcome 
The angel said to the shepherds, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy 
for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord” 

(Luke 2:10-11). 

As we gather we hear again the good news the angels proclaimed: God has come for all people through 
the birth of the one named Jesus. Through Bethlehem’s manger God comes into the chaos, messiness, 
and vulnerability of the world. In all things and at all times, we rejoice that God comes to save us and 
reigns in love. We come to adore Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and Lord. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness    
Amid the troubles and fears of this world, let us confess our sin and welcome God’s forgiveness, grace, 
and love. (Silence is kept for reflection) 
 

Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus.                    Forgive our lack of faith and trust. 
Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable.                               Forgive our neglect of the poor. 
The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem.             Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 
 

With great joy the angels proclaimed, “Do not fear. For I bring you good news of great joy. Today is born 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” In ☩ Jesus, who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, our sins are forgiven. May 
you know the peace which the angels sang from the heavens. Indeed, God’s forgiveness is good news of 
great joy!  Amen. 
 

Gathering Carol                    “Angels, From the Realms of Glory”                      #275 vs. 1, 2 & 3 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ who is Savior and Lord, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Canticle of Praise “Angels We Have Heard on High”                    #289 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in 
every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/lcoor/


“For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord” 
Lesson: Isaiah 12:2-6 

Response:  O come, all ye faithful (refrain only) #283 

Lesson: Matthew 1:18-21 
 

Carol  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                            #272 1, 2 & 4 
 

“For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord” 
Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-3, 11 

Response:  O come, all ye faithful (refrain only)  #283 

Lesson: John 1:19-23, 29-34 
 

Carol   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                    #276 
 

“For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord” 
Lesson: Isaiah 6:1-8 

Response:  O come, all ye faithful (refrain only) #283 

Lesson: Luke 1:26-35 
 

Carol  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                           #279, vs. 1, 2 & 4 
        

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Offering and Announcements                                                               
  

Offertory Carol               “Love Has Come”     #292 vs. 1 & 3 

 

Prayers of the Church 
Hospitalized/Ill: Jessica Fischer, Ashlea West, Judith Glembin, Mark Mandery, Kevin Stark, Makenna McDonnell, 
                          Jack Pereira, Matt Schlaht-Friend of Rachel & Jesse Hauck, Ric Holmquest, 
                          Gretchen Morrow Bray- Daughter of Darline Morrow & Sister of Ann (Greg) DeSpiegler,  
 

Death:             Kenneth Bailly, Brian Keiser 
  

Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



Blessing 
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness 
of the shepherds, and the everlasting peace of Jesus  who is Savior, Christ, and Lord. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Carol   “Go Tell It on the Mountain”                                           #290 
  

Call to Service                                  Go in peace. Serve our Savior, Christ, and Lord. 

             Thanks be to God. 
  

Postlude                                                     Canticle of Joy (Bach, arr. Thompson) 
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Serving This Morning 
Preaching: Pastor Dan Overbo; Organist: AJ Sherrill; Sound & Projection: Zach Stanton & Pete Juba;  
Usher: Darwin Brinkman, Lector: Marian Neshiem; Welcome Center: Barb Frentz;  
 

 



 


