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Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

The Latest Word

March 2026

“Making God Known Through Word and Deed.”

AURATY R

Palm Sunday (March 29):
* 9:30 a.m. Worship with Special Music and
Procession of Palms
e Sunday Church School
(3-Year-Old'’s - 6" Grade)

Students Sing

Maundy Thursday (April 2):
*« Worship with First Communion and Holy
Communion at 6:30 p.m.

Good Friday (April 3):
s Tenebrae Worship at 6:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday (April 5):
« 8:00 a.m. Worship with Special Music
e 9:30 a.m. Worship with Special Music

*Holy Communion at both services

Spring Plants for Easter
Help beautify our sanctuary by
purchasing a spring plant in
memory or honor of a loved one
or to the Glory of God. Cost of
each plant is $20. Order forms
can be found at the Welcome
Center or in the church office.
Order deadline is March 22.

2026 Lenten Offering

The Lenten Offering this year will be
designated toward feeding ministries
within our community — supporting both
the LCOOR Mobile Soup Kitchen and the
Watertown Sandwich Ministry.

Through the LCOOR Mobile Soup Kitchen,
warm, nourishing cups of soup are
prepared and served to individuals and
families who may be facing food insecurity
or difficult circumstances. This ministry not
only provides food, but also offers
hospitality and connection to those who
gather offsite.

The Watertown Sandwich Ministry
extends this outreach even further, serving
more than 175 people three times each
week with sack Ilunches, homemade
cookies, and additional food items when
™ available. For many, these meals help
stretch limited resources and ensure that
no one goes without.

Lenten Offering Envelopes can be found in
your offering envelope booklets otherwise,
you can give toward Lenten Offering by
clearly marking your donation “Lent”.




Financial Reports & News

b INCOME
$120,081.93 $80,490.78

$43,010.90 Given
Fulfilled Pledges for the Year!

' January Expenses

uDGEI" Came in Under Budget
B by Approx. $7,000! g

January Mission of the afi 5‘-
Month Report &

» $790.81 received from Noisy Can
and Special Offerings

» $1,000 from the Annual Budget

ELCA World Hunger received
$1,790.81 total

Thrivent Choice Dollars Received
s $833.00 Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

¢ $327.00 LCOOR Preschool 1

Thank You:

Verla Ackley, Barb Andersh, Charles Arneson, Darlene
Bailey, Paula Davis, Curtis Friedrichsen, Clark Likness,
Kevin & Bernie Luoma, Ryan Nuttall, Allen & Julie Rude,
Rich Schroeder, Steve Schull, Betty Wolff, and Duane
Zubke for directing your Thrivent Choice Dollars to our
church and preschool.

What Are Thrivent Choice Dollars?

Thrivent Choice Dollars® is a charitable grant program
available to eligible Thrivent clients. As part of their
membership benefits, Thrivent distributes a portion of
its profits back into communities through this
program.

Why It Matters:

Choice Dollars help support mission and ministry
without impacting a member's personal finances. If
you are a Thrivent member and would like to direct
your Choice Dollars, you can do so by logging into your
Thrivent account or contacting your Thrivent
representative.

Support LCOOR Preschool
While You Shop!

Purchase gift cards and raise
funds for our preschool. We have a
few cards on hand—stop by the
Welcome Center or Church Office
to get started.

It's an easy way to support our
preschool ministry with shopping
you're already doing!

Timmerman Scholarships

Are you a member of Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer and a graduate of Watertown High School?
If you're entering your first or second year of education
or technical training at a South Dakota state-supported
institution, you may be eligible for the Timmerman
Scholarship! Each recipient will receive a $%$1,000
scholarship to help with educational expenses.

Applications and more information are available:

s |In the church office

o At the Welcome Center

e Online at www.lcoorwatertown.org under the
RESOURCES tab

Deadline to Apply: March 31, 2026 - Don't miss this
opportunity to support your education!




Financial Reports & News

From Pastor Laura Overbo

Pastor Dan and | had the privilege of
traveling to Egypt for a pilgrimage in January.
The first stop on our first day in Cairo was the
pyramids. Standing before the pyramids is a
humbling experience. It's hard to
comprehend that these massive stones were
already ancient when Moses walked the
earth. Long before the Exodus, before the
plagues, before the Red Sea, these pyramids
were standing out from the vast desert. They
are incredible feats of architecture and
construction; witnesses to centuries of
human ambition, wealth, and power. The
great pyramids remind us how much effort
people have always put into building things
we hope will last forever.

Psalm 90:2 reminds us, though, that, “before
the mountains were brought forth, or ever
you had formed the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting, you are God.”

Even structures that feel solid and eternal are
fleeting compared to the faithfulness of God.
The pyramids were built to honor kings and
secure legacies, yet the builders are gone,
and the stories are partially forgotten. God,
however, remains unchanged and is still
present with His people in every generation.

As impressive as the pyramids are, they
ultimately direct our attention to something
greater: not what humans build to reach
heaven, but what God does to reach to us.

Missions of the Month

For the month of March, we are honored to
highlight two important mission partners
whose work reflects compassion, faith, and
reconciliation: Fallout Shelter Ministries and
Pine Ridge Reconciliation Center.

Pine Ridge Reconciliation Center

Located on the Pine Ridge Reservation in
South Dakota, Pine Ridge Reconciliation
Center is dedicated to building relationships,
promoting understanding, and walking
alongside the Lakota community in
meaningful partnership.

The Center's work focuses on reconciliation,
cultural awareness, youth programming,
food distribution, and community support.
Through service projects, relationship-
building, and education, they strive to foster
healing and mutual respect between
cultures. Their efforts address both
immediate needs and long-term relationship
building, rooted in dignity and shared
humanity.

Fallout Shelter Ministries

Fallout Shelter Ministries was established as a
non-profit ministry in 2016 with the clear
goals of sharing the Good News of Jesus
Christ and preparing people for the
unexpected. As their capacity to serve has
grown, so have their opportunities.

Through relationship-centered ministry,
practical support, and faith-filled outreach,
they walk alongside individuals and families,
helping them grow in faith and be equipped
for life's challenges.

Throughout March, we invite you to pray for
these ministries, learn more about their
impact, and consider how you might support
their work. Contributions from the Noisy Can
and specially marked offerings (be sure to
clearly mark your donation as "Mission of the
Month") will be designated toward these
ministries. Thank you for your generosity!




LCOOR News & Events

Redeemer’s Kitchen - March 15

For the month of March, we will gather on
Sunday, March 15. More information, including
pricing and sign-up, are available at the
Welcome Center. The deadline to sign-up is
March 12 at noon.

March Menu:
s+ Chicken Cordon Bleu Bake
¢ Salisbury Steak Meatball w/ Mash Potatoes
+ Creamy Sausage Gnocchi
* Beef & Cheese Ravioli Bake
s Chicken Taco Bowls
* Stuffed Peppers
+ Tuscan Chicken Bake
+ Snickerdoodle Cookie

Redeemer’s Kitchen will resume in
September 2026. Thank you to all that
participated in our meal prep group. | truly
enjoyed it! | hope you all did too!

Circle Bible Study

« Martha Circle will meet at 2:00 p.m. on
Monday, March 9 and Monday, April 13, in
the Gathering Space.

s Priscilla Circle will meet at 9:330 a.m. on
Wednesday, April 8, in the Cathering Space.

Priscilla Circle will be serving the Community
Ecumenical Lenten lunch at Grace Lutheran
Church on Wednesday, March 11 so there will
be no Bible study that day.

March Book Club THE
The LCOOR Book Club

will meet on Thursday, ISLAN Dﬁ
March 26 at 10:00 a.m. %
in the Youth Room. [ 7
The book for March is
Island of Sea Women
by Lisa See.

JOIN US FOR THE

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
SPRING CELEBRATION

Sunday
March 29"

10:30AM - [2:00PM

[.utheran Church of

Our Redeemer
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LLCOOR Spring Festival - Sunday,
March 29

All ages are invited to join us at Lutheran
Church of Our Redeemer on Sunday,
March 29 from 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. for
our Spring Festival, Fruit of the Spirit
Celebration!

Each of the nine gifts, called the Fruit of
the Spirit, will be represented by a fun,
hands-on activity station as we learn and
grow together. We have a special surprise
at the conclusion of our time together.

We are looking for 24 volunteers to help
with the Spring Festival on Sunday,
March 29. The sign-up is located at the
Welcome Center or by contacting Karri in
the church office at (605) 886-2696 or
karri@lcoorwatertown.org. Thank you for
supporting this new ministry!




