
 

                                                                                                                                                               

Welcome 
The angel said to the shepherds, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 

As we gather we hear again the good news the angels proclaimed: God has come for all people through the birth of the one named 
Jesus. Through Bethlehem’s manger God comes into the chaos, messiness, and vulnerability of the world. In all things and at all 
times, we rejoice that God comes to save us and reigns in love. We come to adore Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and Lord. 
 

Gathering Carol                                     “Angels, From the Realms of Glory”                                                           #275 vs. 1, 2 & 4 
 

Opening Dialogue     
Come! Look upon the baby Jesus, cradled in the arms of his mother. 
Seeing this wondrous sight, may our hearts be comforted and our spirits filled with peace. 
Come! Listen to choirs of angels announcing good news to all people. 
Hearing this marvelous song, may we too sing: Glory to God in the highest! 
Come! Receive this ancient story in your heart, not as history but as a gift. 
Opening our hearts to this great mystery, may Christ be born in us today. 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ who is Savior and Lord, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the 
Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Lessons come from Martin Luther’s Christmas Book (edited by Roland H. Bainton) 
 

First Lesson                                                             Luke 2:1-7                                              

Luther’s reflections on the birth of Jesus. 
 

Carol                            “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                                       #276 
 

Second Lesson                                                        Luke 2:8-16                               

Luther’s reflections on the shepherds and angels.                 
 

Carol                         “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                                                       #289 
 

Third Lesson                                                         Matthew 2:1-12       

Luther’s reflections on Herod and Wise Men.  
                                        

Carol                                                                      “The First Noel”                                                                                                 #300 
 

Fourth Lesson                                                     John 1:1-5, 14-18 

Luther’s reflections on the Word made flesh.  
 

Carol                                                                     “Love Has Come”                                                                                                #292 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 
Hospitalized/Ill:       Betsy Spartz- Daughter of Denise Schmahl and Sister of Alissa (Mark) Iverson, Katie Stavig, Bud Webb, Ed Knadle, 
 JoAnn Roti, Carter Silvernail- Son-in-law of Ron & Carol Bergan, Dave Wicks, Lucille Olson, Ava Schulte,   
 Buck Schaack- Brother of Joyce (Marvin) McGillivary, Liz Ewald- Friend of Lesa Franken, Dianna Lambert,  
 Vince Brueggeman- Father of Karla Christensen, Brad Bergh- Son of Margaret Bergh,  
 Robin Faulstich- Sister-in-law of Phyllis Bowersox, Karla Stimson, Kevin Stark- Brother of Carol (Ron) Bergan  
 

Offering                                                                                                           

Text to Give: 888-303-5012 or Scan the QR code located in the pew 
Noisy Can Offering (for all ages) Mission of the Month: 
Brothers and Sisters Behind Bars & St Francis House 

 

 
 
 
 

Offertory Carol                                        “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                                     #279 vs. 1 & 4                                                                                                                                                      

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life. May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms 
enfold you with love and strength. May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world. And the blessing of 

almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Sending Carol                “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                                                                                     #288 

  

Call to Service                                                                                                  Go in peace. Christ is born!! 

                                    Thanks be to God. 
                                                   Please share the peace, as well as your name when you leave today. 
 
Luther’s reflections are drawn from Martin Luther’s Christmas Book as translated and edited by Roland H. Bainton, Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2017. Original edition copyright 1948 W. L. Jenkins. Used by permission of Westminster John Knox Press.Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS023757. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Serving Saturday: 
Preaching: Jack Holmquest; Presiding: Cassandra Varilek; Piano: Bruce Reinhardt; Lector: Brooklynn Varilek;  
Acolyte: Ashlynn Varilek; Ushers: Bryan & Brooklynn Varilek;  
 

Serving Sunday: 
Preaching: Jack Holmquest; Piano: Kristy Tostenson; Lector: Wyatt Dahl;  
 
 
 
 



 



 


