Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer

The Latest Word

“Making God Known Through Word and Deed.”
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We are thrilled to welcome Melanie A.
Brown to Lutheran Church of Our
Redeemer on Thursday, February 26
at 6:00 PM for a 90 minute
presentation. Melanie is a dynamic,
faith-based keynote speaker, author,
and passion is
empowering people to discover their
God-given purpose. Through her
“Faith, Leadership & Legacy” message,
she encourages hearts and minds to
embrace faith, unlock potential, and
step into the calling God has placed
on each life.
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Melanie's own life story is a powerful
testament to faith, resilience, and the
transforming grace of God. Raised in
the heartland of South Dakota, she
has walked through heartbreaking
including the traumatic
accident of her husband, which
challenged her faith in ways she never
expected. Through that dark time,
Melanie experienced firsthand the
faithfulness of God and the love of

trials —

strangers — a vivid reminder that even
in our hardest seasons, God is working.

W

&3 3
2 B
From her personal pain and loss,
Melanie emerged  with renewed

purpose. She chose not to let tragedy
define her, but instead to use it as a
platform to offer hope — to show others
how to move from brokenness to
strength, to faith.
message is not just motivational,
deeply real.
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We welcome you — friends, family,
church members, and community alike
— to join us for this heartfelt evening.
The cost to attend is $5, making this an
accessible opportunity for all to gather,
reflect, and be challenged to grow
deeper in faith. Tickets are available for
purchase in the church office.

Don’t miss this chance to be part of a
warm, faith-filled night with Melanie A.
Brown. Bring a friend, come expecting
encouragement, and leave  with
renewed hope and purpose.
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Meclanie A. Brown
Author of “Believership
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Financial Reports & News
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As of November 30, 2025
2025 Financial Report

Revenue to Date $923,900.23
Expenses to Date $928,324.56
NetIncome -S 4,424.33

Annual Budgeted income for 2025
Annual Budgeted Expense for2025

‘ 91.6% ‘ ‘ 84.7%

% OF BUDGET % OF BUDGETED

$1,090,027.31
$1,090,027.31

‘ 85.1%

% OF BUDGETED

YEAR COMPLETED INCOME RECEIVED YTD EXPENSES INCURRED YTD

November Mission of the Month
Totals: Bcacon Center

Thanks to your generous Noisy Can and Special
Offering contributions, $1,317.11 was given to

support their important work. Thank you for
making a difference!
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Annual Meeting - January 25,2026

Our Annual Meeting will be held Sunday,
January 25, 2026, immediately following
worship. All members are encouraged to
attend as we review the past year,
celebrate ministry highlights, elect
leadership, and look ahead to the
opportunities God has in store for us in
2026. Your presence and voice are
important—please plan to join us!

Simply Giving Program

The Simply Giving® Program is an automated
stewardship program that helps members live
generously. It's a convenient, safe and simple
way for individuals to make automatic offering
through electronic funds transfer (EFT) directly
from a checking, savings, debit or credit card
account. Get started today by completing an
Authorization Form! Forms are available at the
Welcome Center or from Jodi Spilde in the
church office.

Thrivent Choice Dollars Received

* $18.00 - Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer
¢ $111 - LCOOR Preschool

We are grateful to Barb Andersh, Roberta
Cossette, Nancy lverson, Rich Schroeder and
AJ Sherrill for directing their Thrivent Choice
Dollars to support both our church and
preschool. Your generosity helps strengthen our
shared ministry and make a difference in the
lives we serve.
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Qur Turn to Serve -
Volunteers Needed

Lutheran Church of Qur Redeemer will
be serving The Watertown Banguet at
Grace Lutheran Church on Monday,
January 12. We will be providing a
nutritious meal to approximately 140
people. Serving begins at 5:15 p.m.,,
with people gathering beginning at
4:00 p.m. for fellowship.

Keep an eye out in your bulletin
announcements for additional
information including a volunteer sign-

up.
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Mission Project for January
LWR Baby Care Kits

Bringing a baby into the world can be a
difficult and scary thing for a mother living in
poverty. Keeping a new baby healthy, clean
and comfortable takes a lot of resources. The
items included in a Baby Care Kit provide the
basics a family needs to care for their new
members in the way they hope! Worry will
always be present for all parents, but having
some essentials allows them to enjoy and get
to know their little ones and introduce them
with pride to the world.

Baby Care Kit Instructions can be picked
up at the Welcome Center & church office
or you can go to https://lwr.org/kits/baby-
care-kits/instructions for the instruction
sheet.

LCOOR Mobile Soup
Kitchen - Thank You!

We are deeply thankful for
all who shared their gifts of
time and financial support
for our first few LCOOR
Mobile Soup Kitchen dates.
Your generosity is a
beautiful reflection of
Christ's love in action.
Thank you for being the
hands and feet of Jesus in
our community!

A Message from Our Pastors

“The steadfast love of the Lord never
ceases, his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning; great is your

faithfulness.”

Lamentations 3:22-23 (NRSV)

Newness is all around us this time of year —
a newborn Christ-child, fresh Christmas gifts,
the turning of the calendar. Now we step
into a new year, one that promises its share
of ups and downs, joys, and challenges.

But as we know, newness fades. The shine
wears off the gifts. Winter settles in. That is
why the words from Lamentations matter so
deeply: God's lovingkindness never wears
out. God’s mercy doesn’t diminish with time.
God’s compassion doesn't grow tired. God's
love won't fade into the background of our
days.

God’s mercy is new every single morning.

Whatever burdens we carry at dawn, God
meets us there.

Whatever joys arise during the day, God
shares them with us.

Whatever strength or blessing we need,
God’s compassion is ready to pour out again

— fresh, steady, faithful.

With that promise, we can enter this new
year with confidence.

With God, all things are made new — every
day, not just on New Year’s.

Have a blessed and hope-filled New Year!

Pastor Dan and Paslor Lanra Orverbs




LCOOR News & Events
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Redeemer’s Kitchen - January 18
Redeemer's Kitchen will meet the 3rd
Sunday of each month after the 9:30 a.m.
worship to prep seven freezer meals. For the

month of January, we will gather on Sunday,
January 18.

January Menu:

¢ Balsamic Beef and Brussels Sprouts
e Beef and Broccoli w/ Rice

e Chicken Tortilla Soup

¢ BBQ Chicken with Sweet Potatoes
* Black Bean Soup

¢ Taco Rice Casserole

¢ Chicken and Broccoli Alfredo

More information, including pricing and sign-
up are available at the Welcome Center or by
contacting Karri in the church office at
karri@lcoorwatertown.org or (605) 886-2696.

THANK Y®U

Fall Market: Craft & Vendor Fair
Update

Thank you to everyone who donated to
the Fall Market: Craft and Vendor Fair
congregation table. Our congregation
table raised $698 and the Youth Group

lunch raised $398 to go towards Rachel's
Hope and the Prayer Shawl Ministry.

Also, thank you to all the crafters and
vendors, and those who came out to
support our event. It was such a huge
success thanks to the special people that
came together to make it possible!

Circle Bible Study

Priscilla and Martha Circles will meet in
January to discuss the Bible study in the
Gather magazine. Copies of the study can be
found at the Welcome Center or in the church
office.

e Priscilla Circle will meet at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, January 14, in the Gathering
Space.

¢ Martha Circle will meet at 2:00 p.m.
Monday, January 26, in the Gathering
Space.

“The Word in Patchwork” Bible
Study

Beginning on Tuesday, January 13 at
2:00 p.m., Pastor Laura will lead a
quilting Bible study that will take place
on the 2" Tuesday of each month.

There are twelve blocks total. We will sew
one block per month for the next twelve
months that we will meet. Free copies of
the pattern are available at the
Welcome Center. The pattern contains
general information about the Bible
study as well as a general idea of the
fabric requirements that will be needed
for the individual blocks and the opticon
to make a complete quilt. You do not
need to sew the blocks to join this group.
All are welcome to come for the Bible
study and show and tell.




Faith Formation & Youth Updates

Church School & Confirmation
Schedule Reminders

s Church School is Sunday at 8:45 a.m.
and Wednesday at 5:45 p.m.

» Confirmation is Sunday at 830 a.m.
and Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

Church school and confirmation will
resume on Wednesday, January 7 and
Sunday, January 11. There will be no
church school Sunday, January 18 due to
the long school holiday weekend for Martin
Luther King Jr. Day.
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Family Fun Night: Ice Skating

Join us Wednesday, January 14 from
7:45-8:45 p.m. for an evening of ice
skating at the Prairie Lakes Ice Arena.
The cost of skate rentals will be covered
for church members and a freewill
offering will be collected to cover
negative lunch accounts at the
Watertown School District. See you at
the ice arena for a night of fun and
fellowship!

5 8% 1s1-41h Grade
Junction Youth Group

Junction, a youth group for 1st-4th grade,
will be meeting on Thursday, January 8,
from 6:00-7:00 p.m. We'd love to have your
child join us for an evening filled with fun and
faith. We'll share a Bible verse together, play
games, make a simple craft, and enjoy snacks
and fellowship. It's a great chance for kids to
build friendships and grow in their faith in a
relaxed, welcoming environment. Friends are
always invited to join!

Route 56 Youth Group

Route 56, a youth group for 5th-6th grade,
will be meeting on Thursday, January 22,
from 6:00-7:00 p.m. This will be a fun
volleyball night in the Great Hall, so come
ready to play! It's a great chance to grow in
your faith while hang out with friends and
meeting new ones.

9-12 GRADE

Luther League

Luther League, a youth group for 9th-12th grade, will meet every
Wednesday after worship. Please join us for fellowship and learning
as we explore Bible studies, enjoy treats and games, and make God
known through word and deed with service projects. There will be
no Luther League, Wednesday, January 14, as we encourage you
to attend the family fun event following worship.







